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	PART A.  ASSESSMENT DETAILS: 

	Area/task/activity: Therapy Dog, Staff Dog Walk
Location of activity: In School, On school grounds, Local Park

	Team/School name:

Address & Contact details:
	
Hope High School
	Name of Person(s) undertaking Assessment:
	Lucy O’Kane

	
	
	Signature(s):


	

	Line Manager/ Head Teacher (Name/Title):

	Helen Dunbavin
	Date of Assessment:


	14-5-19

	Signature:
	
	Step 5 Planned Review Date:


	30/11/19

	How communicated to staff:

	Debrief and staff email
	Date communicated to staff:
	15-5-19


	PART B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL MEASURES:

	Step 1 Identify significant hazards
	Step 2 Identify who might be harmed and how
	Step 3 identify precautionary measures already in place

	List of significant hazards

(something with the potential to cause harm)
	Who might

be harmed? 
	Type of harm 
	Existing controls 
(Actions already taken to control the risk -

Include procedure for the task/activity where these are specified)

	Bites and scratches
	Staff , pupils, handler
	Medium
	· Dogs must have a good temperament and be used to being around children 

· Dogs must be well trained not to bite, scratch or jump up

· Handler(s) will remain with dogs at all times
· Children are taught how to approach and interact with the dog

	Poor hygiene and health risks
	Staff , pupils, handler
	Low
	· All dogs that visit are vaccinated, wormed, and treated for fleas

· Dogs are groomed before the visit

· All staff and pupils are required to wash their hands after contact with dogs

· Handlers clear up dog urine and faeces promptly and dispose of this safely - pupils are told to stay away
· Dogs are not taken anywhere near food preparation areas

	Allergies
	Staff and pupils
	Medium
	· We seek parental permission for children to interact with dogs
· Alternative activities are provided in a separate room for those with allergies

	Phobias
	Staff and pupils
	Medium
	· We tell parents and children about the visit in advance

· Contact with dogs is optional
· Alternative activities are provided in a separate room for those with a phobia

	Activities and games involving the dog
	Dogs, staff , pupils, handler
	Low
	· Handler(s) remain with dogs at all times 

· Handler(s) speak to school staff in advance and ensure the area and activity is safe 

· We check with the handler(s) and set a limit for the number of children who can interact with a dog at once

· Handler(s) clean up urine and faeces

· School staff remove children who misbehave or upset dogs 
· We set a time limit on activities as recommended by handlers, so dogs do not get tired

	Children misbehaving
	Dogs, staff , pupils, handler
	Medium
	· Children are told in advance what to expect and how to behave

· School staff are present at all time during the visit
· School staff are ready to remove children who misbehave or upset dogs

	Damage caused to school materials, equipment and the school site
	Dogs, staff , pupils
	Low
	· Dogs remain on a lead at all times

· Dogs are kept in secured rooms, with closed doors 

· Handlers bring suitable toys if necessary
· Areas/classrooms are cleared as much as possible before dogs visit

	Incorrect/inconsiste nt interaction with the school dog
	Dogs, staff , pupils
	Low
	· Agreed guidelines that must be followed at all times when interacting with the school dog 
· There cannot be any interaction with the school dog without authorization
· If there are any inconsistencies in approach with the school dog the adult/child will have the interaction stopped

	Use of rewards/treats
	Dogs, staff , pupils
	Low
	· Alcohol gel will be available to all adults (and children with written permission from parents).
·  Treats will only be given to the school dog with authorization
· Reminders to the children to wash hands / use alcohol gel after handling treats 
· Treats to be locked away to ensure they can only be used after authorisation

	Worms/fleas
	Dog
	Low
	· The school dog will be treated monthly at a local vets to ensure he is correctly treated for worms and fleas  
· Monitor that vet visits happen promptly and take actions suggested by the vet

	Faeces
	Staff, Pupils, handlers
	Low
	· The school dog will only be walked under supervision ( No child will be asked to pick up the dog’s faeces, this will always be undertaken by the adult in supervision 
· If a child finds faeces on the school field/playground they will report it to an adult

	Walking the dog on and off site
	Staff, Pupils, handlers
	Medium
	· If the school dog is taken off site normal risk assessed procedure will take place

· No children will take the lead when the school dog goes for a walk unless authorised to do so by accompanying adult 

· No children will be allowed to interact with the school dog when he is on a walk unless permission is given 
· Careful consideration needs to be given to the amount of time the school dog is allowed to walk around school during play/lunchtimes

	Visits to classroom
	Dogs, staff , pupils, handler
	Low
	· The school dog will initially only make classroom visits with hndler/owner 

· The children in classrooms will follow the agreed procedure or interaction will stop 
· Careful consideration will be given to when the school dog can visit classrooms and be under the control of the class teacher or teaching assistant

	Other dogs (on and off site)
	Dog
	
	· Other visiting dog will be kept on lead initially as will school dog  

· At no time will the school dog be walked by a child without adult supervision and as a result if another dog is seen this will be dealt with by the supervising adult
· Monitor the school dogs reaction when out walking


	PART C:  ACTION PLAN  Step 4 Further action / controls required 

	Hazard
	Action required
	Person(s) to undertake action?
	Priority
	Projected

time scale 
	Notes / comments 
	Date

completed
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	Planned review date
	January 2010
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